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Adult merino ewes can be bred for live weight change to be
more tolerant to climate change

Gus Rose, Antti Kause, Julius van der Werf, Andrew Thompson, Han Mulder, Mark Ferguson and Johan van Arendonk

Objective

To investigate genetic variation in live weight change in environments with
variable feed supply during the year to identify sheep that are more resilient
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Variance components for live weight

Conclusions

» Sheep can be bred to lose less weight on poor
feed or gain more weight on good feed

» The variance components of live weight
depend on the time of measurement
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