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 Breeding of indigenous horse breeds in Slovenia  

 Lipizzan horse 

 Posavje horse 

 Slovenian cold blooded horse 

 Indigenous breeds (in Slovenia) – only if the breed is a 
traditional one and if the population of the breed has             
been closed at least during the last fifty years 

 How to prevent indigenous (horse) breeds 

 Legislation? 

INTRODUCTION 



 2002 preservation of locally adapted animal breeds – 
legislation of Livestock Law 

 

 2004 up to now -Regulation on conservation of farm animal 
genetic resources (RCFAGR) 

LEGISLATION 



 RCFAGR 

 Describes preservation ways for locally adapted breeds 

 Preserve effective population size of each breed 

 Prescribes Register of breeds with a zootechnical 
assessment (RBZA) 

              RBZA - from 2005 for all indigenous horse breeds 

              Law of Stud Farm Lipica –adittionaly for Lipizzan breed 

 

MATERIALS 



RBZA 

REGISTER OF BREEDS WITH A 

ZOOTECHNICAL ASSESSMENT 

 
 Prescribe chapters (each year / breed): 

 Basic data 

 Gene bank 

 Data in international farm animal genetic resources databases 

 Breeding programme 

 Assessment of special genetic value for conservation of animal 
genetic resources 

 Zootechnical characterization and measures for conservation 



DEGREE OF BREED ENDARGEMENT  
(NUMBER OF PURE-BREED BREEDING 

FEMALES IN HERD BOOK) 

DEGREE OF 
BREEED 
ENDARGEMENT 

CATTLE  EQUINES 

GOATS 
AND 

SHEEP 

PIGS RABBITS POULTRY 

1. CRITICAL <150 <300  <300  <100 <100 <100 

2. ENDANGERED 250  500  500 200 250 250 

3. VULNERABLE 450  900  900  300  500 500 

4. AT RISK 750  1500  1500  500  1000 1000 

5. NOT 
ENDANGERED 

1500  3000 3000 1000 2500 2500 



REGISTER - RBZA 

 

 Lipizzan (endangered) 

 Posavje horse (endangered) 

 Slowenian cold-blooded horse (at risk) 

Lipizzan.xls
Lipizzan.xls
Posavje.xls
Posavje.xls
SlowenianDraft.xls
SlowenianDraft.xls
SlowenianDraft.xls
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 Last seven years 2005 - 2011 

 number of registered animals increased  

                  37 % in Lipizzaner and Slovenian cold blooded horse 

                  89 %  in Posavje horse 

 

   Subsides for the breeders 

POPULATION SIZE 



 Last three years 

 number of covered breeding mares significantly 
decreased 

 In some breeds less than 20 % of brood mares were 
covered 

 

 Economical horse market situation ! 

 

 

RESULTS 



 Indigenous breed preservation 

 Legislations and subsidies show NO long-term result 

 Usability of  breed in economic sense 

 Special brand marks 

 Meat and mares milk production 

 A big potential in tourism & EAAT 

 As grazing animal it can be a tool for prevention 
overgrowing of agricultural land  

 Workhorses can help cultivated landscape 

 …………. 

CONCLUSIONS 



PROMOTION 

 Recognition of domestic breeds 
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