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Objectives 

• Lean meat yield (LMY %). 

• Carcass Plus Index and impact on LMY% 

• Changes to the Carcass Plus Index are 

costing processors $$$. 
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Pannier, L., et al. "Intramuscular fat in the longissimus muscle is reduced in lambs from sires 
selected for leanness." Meat Science (2013). 



• Selection for leanness 

•        carcass fat 

•       LMY%  

Fatness ASBV 

(Gardner 2010) 
 

(Gardner 2010, Anderson unpub. 2013) 
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CT scanning 
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Converting image to tissue type 
 



Carcass composition: raw data 
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Carcass composition: log data 
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Lean yield by section Lean 

log Hind Lean = log a + b.log carcass weight 

log Saddle Lean = log a + b.log carcass weight 

log Fore Lean = log a + b.log carcass weight 



Results 
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Chris Smith 2012 
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Impact on processors 
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Impact on processors 

4000 carcasses processed per day 

X 
$2.78 less lean per carcass (NewCP) 

$11, 120 less per day 
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• Carcass plus will still  LMY% 

 

• Changes to Carcass Plus         carcass $ 
 

• New breeding values should be used to 

maintain eating quality. 

Conclusion 

BUT 




