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Abstract 
Animal fibre, in the form of the natural product, “wool”, is a neglected and socially under-
recognised renewable natural resource in EU27. Its production is substantial at 186,000 
tonnes of raw wool (FAO) for 62m breeding sheep alone (Eurostat). To this may be added 
smaller amounts from goats (mohair, cashmere) and South American camelids (alpaca, 
vicuña). Relevant biological issues include (i) environmental costs from enteric methane and 
nitrogenous greenhouse gas emissions and (ii) requirement for dietary nutrients, calculated at 
45 million tonnes annually (2kg/animal/day). Wool has potential to improve returns to offset 
these costs. Sociological issues concern lack of social recognition, where wool is also not 
recognised in the Common Agricultural Policy, low prices and frequent unprofitability. These 
are associated generally, with increasing urbanisation and competition with petrocarbon-based 
artificial fibres. Technical issues relate to frequent poor quality and lack of uniformity in post-
harvest collection and sorting. Challenges include enhancing quality by improving 
understanding of wool biology, animal genetics and husbandry, and technology of processing 
in the context of development of existing and novel products. An additional challenge is for 
the EAAP AFWG to expand its current successful scientific connections both within and 
outwith Europe. The aim will be to benefit from knowledge and expertise across scientific 
disciplines, in a global environment, for transfer to animal fibre production in Europe. This 
process is ongoing. 
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