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Background

• Manure management is the biggest environmental 
challenge in horse economy and it also has a great 
impact on the image of the branch 

• Manure management is problematic for many horse 
entrepreneurs, particularly in or near urban areas
• Storage and utilization of manure is especially challenging for those 

stables which do not have opportunities to use manure as a fertilizer in 
their own fields 

• For these stables, manure represents a sizeable expenditure, and in 
some cases, manure management is neglected. If manure is not 
managed properly it can heavily load environment, particularly locally

• There is a need for a tool where horse entrepreneurs 
can easily find information concerning manure issues
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InnoEquine project (2011-2013)

• The InnoEquine project's goal was to create a base for cross-border 
networking in the horse industry in the countries of the Central Baltic 
Sea region

• The goal of the project is to promote the competitiveness of the 
equine industry by developing networking and the skills of 
entrepreneurs, finding practical solutions to environmental and 
security issues and by helping entrepreneurs to develop their 
services with introduction of innovations and policy 
recommendations

• The project was managed and coordinated by MTT Agrifood
Research Finland (MTT) and carried out in collaboration with 
Helsinki University, The Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences 
(SLU) and Latvia`s University of Agriculture.
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The aim of the web-tool
• There is no uniform solution to organize manure 

management in horse farms, since the operational 
environment, location and resources surrounding are 
affecting the selection of suitable management practice 
in each stable 

•  The aim of Innohorse –web tool is to offer different 
practical manure management possibilities/solutions 

• The manure management issues has been viewed 
through following themes: handling, storing, utilization of 
manure and horse paddocks and pasturing 
• In each theme there is described key legislation in Finland and Sweden 

and concrete examples which are in use in Finland and Sweden  the 
entrepreneurs can find ideas how to develop 
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Conclusion

• Especially concerning utilization of horse manure many 
alternatives seems to be in experimental level 
• in the near future we hopefully have more practical and effective 

composting and manure energy systems 

• There is a need for more information and experiments
• Also more interaction between entrepreneurs is needed
• Innohorse –web is one step towards common knowledge 

about good practices 
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