
Experiments from commercial 
farms: limits and interests

Jean Marc Gautier, Institut de l’Elevage
Elodie Doutart, Institut de l’Elevage 

Laurence Sagot, Institut de l’Elevage/Ciirpo
Fabien Corbière, ENVT



Aims

Experimental design?

French experience



Experimental design ?

Goal ?

Prevalence

Etiological

Both

Statistical 
approach ?

cross‐sectional 
study

case‐control 
study

cohort study

Prospective Vs 
retrospective ?

Data collection 
(quality)

Sample size

Deal with reality



The experimental design we used

Goal ?

Prevalence

Etiological

Both

Statistical 
approach ?

cross‐sectional 
study

case‐control 
study

cohort study

Prospective Vs 
retrospective ?

Prospective

60 farms



Results based on :
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33
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key points
Experimental design : 
precise and detailed

Technicians trained

Define standardised information

Develop suitable recording media

Organize feedback



Data collection
Paper

Electronic



How to assess sheep barn ?

• Temperatures recorder

• Ventilation diagnosis
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Conclusions

Reflection on the 
experimental design

Great value to involve 
farmers and technicians
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