
Jeffrey Bewley, PhD, PAS
Associate Extension Professor

THE KENTUCKY FAMILY
DAIRY FARM EXPERIENCE



WHERE I COME FROM



SKEES DAIRY, RINEYVILLE, KY



TODAY’S KENTUCKY DAIRY
INDUSTRY

 Dairy industry in Kentucky looks very 
different than my grandfather’s dairy 
industry

 Tobacco was a limiting factor toward 
Kentucky dairy industry progress

 Modernization/expansion efforts have 
lagged behind other states

 Untapped dairy industry infrastructure 
and resources in Kentucky



US DAIRY INDUSTRY

 9 million cows

 Average milk yield 
= 9898 kg per cow

 46,960 licensed 
herds

 Average herd size 
= 196



97% OF US DAIRIES ARE
FAMILY OWNED



KENTUCKY DAIRY INDUSTRY

 730 herds

 Average 
herd size

91 cows

 Average 
milk yield  

6874 kg



HERD SIZE DISTRIBUTION



KENTUCKY RANKINGS

Category State Ranking

Number of Licensed 
Herds

12

Number of Cows 26
Total Milk Production 27
Average Herd Size 46
Milk Production Per Cow 43



2013 DAIRY RECEIPTS



WHERE ARE KENTUCKY
DAIRIES?





1/3 ARE AMISH/MENNONITE



COMPOST BEDDED PACK BARNS



CREATIVE, LOW COST



VALUE ADDED ENTERPRISES



CURRENT BARRIERS/LIMITS

• Volatile markets

• Aging dairy population

• Decisions driven by “what the 
neighbor is doing” 

• “Way of life” mentality

• “Bad becomes normal”

• Expansion/modernization efforts 
are expensive



OPPORTUNITIES

• Modernization/expansion

• Heat stress management

• Forage production

• Geographically, close to consumers and 
grain production

• People that want to dairy

• Rural, agricultural economy looking for 
good returns



QUESTIONS?

Jeffrey Bewley
407 W.P. Garrigus Building
Lexington, KY  40546‐0215
Phone: 859‐257‐7543
Fax: 859‐257‐7537
jbewley@uky.edu

www.bewleydairy.com


