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OVERVIEW OF FRENCH 
BREEDS …
28 FRENCH STUDBOOKS 



Sport horses and ponies …

Trotteur Français

Anglo-ArabeSelle Français

Poney Français de Selle



Landais

… local breeds …Henson

Landais

Cheval d’Auvergne

Camargue

Cheval Corse

CastilonnaisMérens

Pottok



… draught horses and 
donkeys

Boulonais

Auxois

Trait du Nord

Ardennais

Comtois

Poitevin Mulassier

Breton

Percheron

Baudet du Poitou

Âne des Pyrénées

Âne de Provence

Âne Bourbonnais

Âne Grand Noir du Berry

Cob Normand

Âne du Cotentin

Âne Normand



EVOLUTION OF BREEDS : 
MAIN TRENDS



Births evolution



Births evolution



AVAILABLE 
INFORMATIONS



One unique national database: 
SIRE

Registration of all the horses on the French 
territory, all their genealogies and their stud-book

Breeders Birth

Stallion owner Covering

Identification

Filiation test

SIRE

A unique number: 
UELN link to the 
microchip

Horse connected 
with parents



Differences in pedigree depth
1976: 

* Trotteur Français, 
* Selle Français,
* Anglo-Arabe,

* Mérens, 
Poney Français de Selle, 

* Landais, 
* Pottok

1978: 
Camargue

1997: 
* Castilonnais

* Âne de 
Provence

2004: 
Henson

1988:
9 races de 

trait

1990: 
Baudet du 

Poitou

2003: 
Âne 

Bourbonnais

1998: 
* Âne du Cotentin
* Âne Normand

* Âne des Pyrénées

1994: 
Âne Grand Noir 

du Berry

2012: 
* Corse 

* Auvergne



Differences in pedigree depth

Horses born between
2001-2011

Poitevin 
mulassier

Castillon



Differences in pedigree depth



TOOLS TO IMPROVE THE 
MANAGEMENT OF GENETIC 
DIVERSITY



The breed composition
– Taking into account all known ancestors recorded in 

french database SIRE
– Calculating the% of each breed of the various founders

VULCANITE GRISE ALCOR DE NERON

Thoroughbred



The major ancestors

Calculating for the population of horses 3 to 7 
years old :
• allows highlighting the impact of some stallions 

who are still in activity
• also shows the impact of some females that 

produced many extensively used stallions

for each French breeds the 
major ancestors are now available 



Major ancestor Breed Sex Year of 
birth

Contribu-
tion (%)

IBRAHIM SF M 1952  9.1
ORANGE PEEL PS M 1919  5.6
ULTIMATE(IE) PS M 1941  4.7
URIEL SF M 1964 4.6
FURIOSO(GB) PS M 1939  4.4
GRAND VENEUR SF M 1972  3.9
GIRONDINE SF F 1950  3.7
FRA DIAVOLO PS M 1938 3.4
PLEIN D'ESPOIRS SF M 1937 3.2
RANTZAU PS M 1946  2.4
NARCOS II SF M 1979  2.0
DELICIEUSE SF F 1947  1.6
LAUDANUM PS M 1967  1.5
DIRKA SF F 1969 1.3
VITI TF F 1965  1.3
CENTAURE DU BOIS SF M 1946 1.3
VENUE DU TOT SF F 1965 1.2
VOLTAIRE(DE) HAN M 1979  1.2
calculated in 2001 with horses born 1994 - 1998

Major ancestor Breed Sex Year of 
birth

Contribu-
tion (%)

IBRAHIM SF M 1952  8.3
ULTIMATE(IE) PS M 1941  4.3
FURIOSO(GB) PS M 1939  4.1
NANKIN SF M 1957  3.8
GRAND VENEUR SF M 1972  3.6
RANTZAU PS M 1946  2.6
ORANGE PEEL PS M 1919  2.2
GIRONDINE SF F 1950  1.7
JESABELLE DE BAUGY SF F 1953  1.6
CAPITOL I(DE) HOLST M 1975  1.5
LAUDANUM PS M 1967  1.4
DIAMANT DE SEMILLY SF M 1991  1.1
DELICIEUSE SF F 1947  1.1
VITI TF F 1965  1.1
LANDGRAF I(DE) HOLST M 1966  1
NARCOS II SF M 1979  1
VOLTAIRE(DE) HAN M 1979  1
RAMIRO(DE) HOLST M 1965  0.9
calculated in 2014 with horses born 2007 - 2011

The French saddle major 
ancestors



Major ancestors composition for 
2 Poitevin mulassier stallions

GITAN ODER



The inbreeding rate

• Based on all the 
data of SIRE for 
all horses

• Evolution can be
followed over 
the  time

Selle français

Poitevin mulassier

Trotteur français



For each breed, an use of 
this tools

• Poitevins: 
– Small breed
– Collective coupling plan

• Trotteur Français: 
– Large breed
– Closed stud-book but with an opening episode in the 

past
– Birth regulation

• Selle Français:
– Large breed
– Using the cross increasingly important



Simulator of consanguinity 
online 

=> The VARUME project:

• A project financed by MAAF/DGER/CASDAR

• Joint project of several French partners manage 
different species (sheep, cattle and horses)





CONCLUSION AND 
PERSPECTIVES



• Introduction of new indicators with 
dissemination of tools online with free access 
for all (just create an account) 

• Soon : Automated report on the genetic 
variability provided for all French breeds

• And why not … in the future development of 
genomic observatory genetic diversity as in 
French dairy cattle?

Tools available on the website
« les haras nationaux »
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