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Highly industrialised dairy industry
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Side by side – Fast exit
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Average herd size in Nordic countries
150 cows in 2013
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EU – and milk quality
Nr 853/2004 of 29 april 2004

From animals with no infectious diseases that
can be transmittet to humans via milk
Healthy animals specially no genital diseases
with discharge, enteritis with diarrhea or mastitis

Total bacterial count TBC < 100.000 bacteria/ml
Geometric mean in 2 months
At least 2 samples pr week

Somatic Cell Count SCC < 400.000 cells/ml
Geometric mean in 3 months with at least 1 sample pr 
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Denmark and infectious diseases

Free of
Foot and Mouth
Tb
Brucelosis
IBR
BVD (3)

Salmonella (2016)
Johnes ? 
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Danish bulk tank somatic cell count
1987 - 2013 
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Bulk Tank Milk SCC  
geometrisk somatic cell count pr week
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Danish total bacterial count
All and by milking system  1996 -2013
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Bulk tank SCC and mastitis no relation
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Our milk – a pure pleasure

Goals

Bulk tank SCC <(150,000)      NOW 100.000
Bulk tank TBC <5,000
Antibiotic recidues 0
Mastitis therapy 50% reduction
Dry cow therapy low increase
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Change of attitude

Farmers are highly modern food producers
Therefore

Milk quality must be better

Focus on food safety – No contermination af milk
Focus on Prevention – Five point plan + clean cows
Focus higher production
Focus on biosecurity
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Surveliance - Bulk tank milk by PCR 

Register data and present data – Dairy management system

Diagnosis on farm

Prevention

Mastitis prevention program



Bulk tank PCR

Ct value for the 
different
bacteria and 
results of the 
last 5 testings
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Surveliance Bulk tank milk by PCR 
Strep agalactiae, Mycoplasma bovis and Staphylococcus aureus

Register Data and present Data 
Treatments
Culture – PCR cow results
DHI – individual cow SCC

Diagnosis on farm
Milking performance and Vadia - dynamic test of milking machine
Control of environment

Prevention
Five point plan
Clean cows

Mastitis prevention program



DMS – Key point check udder health
Benchmarking with same herd types
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Five point plan – (1969)

Good milking with maintained equipment

Dry cow therapy

Post milk teat dipping

Early treatment of acute mastitis

Segregation and culling
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Clean, dry and confertable



38...|



Low SCC

Good milk quality lower than 150,000
Fighting the attitude that just below payment
border is OK ex 400,000
NO Every reduction in SCC is money
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Bulk Tanks SCC, Mastitis incidens and 
dry cow therapy
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Antibiotics to cows – Kg active compound
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The more you know the more penicillin



Critical antibiotics
3+4 gen cefalosporines - No Flourokinolones
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Results so far since 2010
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8% reduction i bulk tank SCC

23% reduction in mastitis treatments

12% increase in dry cow treatments (tubes sold)

14% reduction in kg antibiotics to cattle
12% reduction in kg antibiotics to cows

4% increase in penicillin to mastitis (total 80%)
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