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Data analysis

Closed questions: Chi squared test of
association

Eg: “Is there an association between the
emergency condition and whether owners
chose to euthanize or treat?

Qualitative responses: basic content analysis
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Figure 1: Conditions experienced

Most owners chose to treat initially (86.15%)

Condition was significantly associated with the initial
decision to treat or euthanize (P<0.001)



Insurance made it more likely for the horse t
initially treated (P<0.01)

Entire males were more likely to be euthanize
than expected (P<0.05), but were poorly
represented in the sample size.

Where featured, entires generally experienced
“other conditions”
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Figure 2. Influences to
euthanize

Figure 3. Influences to
treat



Approximately 2/3 of horses treated recov
to the owner’s satisfaction

Fitis FU RGCOVEWFoodT oAl entBoxreslvet SleepRhe R@COV@TIIInessEUthanised
Fee! Horse eterinar) Operafing Table S U rgery Months PTS Initial

LovelofWork COlICFul Heat iet HOrSegone Treatmentzutanased

Recovered Bmmp@ ColicanEuthanized cs:Deteriorate s,
£potes OUIJEIY s Qe el Died

Figure 4. Reasons
owners were satisfied Figure 5: Reasons owners were

with recovery satisfied with recovery
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« Owners seem keen to attempt treatment
where possible

« Veterinary advice is highly important for both
decisions, highlighting this essential role

« Horse owners need support in reaching
decisions during emotionally charged
situations!.2:3




 Horse: human relationship has an apparent
influence on decision making

« Horse personality and length of ownership can
be influential

« Horse gender effects are not fully understood

The nature of the emergency is significant,
possibly related to pre-conceived ideas of the
likely success of treatment (as seen in focus

group)




Applications to industry:-

« Help aid research into decision making

« Understanding that there are many
different reasons owners choose to
euthanize or treat

« Develop veterinarian education




Continuing Work

» Equine Passports And Euthanizing The Horse: Have We

Produced A Welfare Crisis? ,@5
» Susan Schofield and Charlotte Brigden US—'QQ MXFIrscough

» Equine End of Life Collaborative Project

» Provide in-depth awareness of attitudes towards equine
euthanasia and end of life decisions.

» Yield ways in which equine owners can be helped to prepare to
make the decision to have an equine euthanised as well as
informing other end of life decisions and how owners can be

best supported at such times. E E S E:lé)




Any Questions?
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Founder is very SERIOUS.



