Do small pigs stay small or can they catch up?
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INTRODUCTION

Varying growth rates between pigs are a major challenge in the
fattening pig sector. Several strategies exist to limit variation within /v
groups, often based on start weight of pigs. But is this funded? Can H’

end weight classes be predicted based on start weight classes or can
small pigs catch up?

MATERIAL AND METHODS
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» Initial weight groups diffuse with time (Figure 1).

° It'ﬂ?j"g‘;g;‘;”(%i/;%) » Only one third of the pigs in the light (resp. heavy) class at the beginning of the round are still amongst the

Light group (15%) 15% lightest (heaviest) at the end of the round (Table 2).

Figure 1. Overview of » Small pigs tend to stay smaller than average (Figure 2).

how  the initial » In the light and heavy group, variation between pigs increases over time and uniformity decreases (Table 1).

weight groups evolve
over time during a

» Over all pigs, relative variation is stable over time and uniformity increases (Table 1).

fattening round.
Example for round 1 , ,
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