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Associlations between straw
provision, behaviour, ear and tail
lesions in undocked pigs

Torun Wallgren?, Nils Lundeheim? and Stefan Gunnarsson?
1Department of Animal Environment and Health, Skara
2Department of Animal Breeding and Genetics, Uppsala
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
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Detection

Prevention

Tail biting

Exploratory behaviour

Production Welfarse






e

SLU

How to detect tail biting?
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Month: Pen: Treatment: 14l straw spread in a
Fam: Time for straw: dlean empty pen. 14l straw spread Ji
§ Score 0 less than 1 clean empty pen
A Score 0: less than|
oo Waw | peutisoue| iwe | OTER Areo s
s
o1 I |
L I |
2
L I |
1
Ll | | Liitre straw spread in
* a clean empty pen. 1litre straw spread in
w
I | | Score 1: Between 1 dl a clean empty pen.
= and 1 straw Score 1: Between 14l
ol | | and 11 straw
] | |
=] | |
a
» | | :
= 101itres straw
I spread in a clean 10 litres straw
empty pen. spreadin a clean
| Score 2: Between 1 empty pen.
1and 10 straw Score 2: Between 1
Score 3: More than 1and 101 straw
101 straw Score 3: More than

First pig
second sent to
week

Moving in to
stable

Every day

3 grower pig farms, 4 finishing pig farms
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| esions

Tall
Ear

14l straw spread in a
clean empty pen.
Score 0: less than 1
dlstraw

1litre straw spread in
a clean empty pen.
Score 1: Between 1dl
and 11 straw

10 litres straw
spread in a clean
empty pen.

Score 2: Between 1
land 10 | straw
Score 3: More than
101 straw

Behaviour

Straw directed
Pig directed
Pen directed
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Tall

Lenght

Tail Ear
Damage | Damage

Active
Perc

Straw
Directed
Behaviour

Pig
Directed
Behaviour

Pen
Directed
Behaviour

Beh
LOS

HON

Tail Length

Tall
Damage

Ear
Damage

Active perc

Straw
Directed
behaviour 0

Pig
Directed
behaviour

Pen
Directed
behaviour

Beh LOS 0

HON)

0,40
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Growers

Ear Damage

Active perc

Straw Directed
behaviour

Pig Directed
behaviour

Pen Directed
behaviour

0,30

-0,16

-0,33

-0,32

D1

-0,30

0,38

-0,29

0,31

0,17

-0,26




Tail
Lenght

Tall
Damage

Ear
Damage

Active
Perc

Straw
Directed
Behaviour

Pig
Directed
Behaviour

Pen
Directed
Behaviour

Beh
LOS

HON)

Tail Length

Tail
Damage

Ear
Damage

Active perc

Straw
Directed
behaviour

Pig
Directed
behaviour

Pen
Directed
behaviour

Beh LOS

HON
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Finishers

'.. D3

Ear damage -0,30

Active perc 0,12

Straw Directed
behaviour

Pig Directed
behaviour

Pen Directed -0,18 0,18
behaviour

-0,29

0,19

-0,26

0,16
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Farm differences

Who needs to
detect what?
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Detection of tail biting at early stages
IS possible, but needs more adaption
to practical circumstances.

CONTACT:
Torun Wallgren, torun.wallgren@slu.se

It is possible to rear pigs with intact tails
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