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• Dutch speaking part of Belgium

• In 2017:
− 5,794 farms with dairy cattle… (LARA, 2018)

− … of which 2756 are specialised in 
dairy cattle (LARA, 2018)

− 309,605 lactating dairy cows (LARA, 2018)

− 8864 kg milk/year/cow (LARA, 2018)
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• Online survey
− Management & housing practises

− Estimated prevalence of most common claw lesions

STUDY DESIGN
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• Interdigital dermatitis (ID)

• Digital dermatitis (DD)

• White line disease (WLD)

• Sole ulcer (SU)

• Interdigital hyperplasia (IH)

• Footrot (FR)

• Sole haemorrhages (SoH)

• (Swollen heels (SH))
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• No idea

• 0%, absent

• 1-5%

• 5-10%

• 10-20%

• 20-30%

• 30-40%

• 40-50%

• 50-60%

• 60-80%

• > 80%
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• 40 dairies visited (17,6%) → cubicles & slatted
floor

• 13-40 cows per dairy examined → total: 743

STUDY DESIGN
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• Examination

− Scores

• mobility

• hygiene

• leg conformation

• body condition

− Hind feet

• trimmed

• lesions scored

STUDY DESIGN
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• Mobility
(Sprecher et al., 1997)

− 5-point score

− > 2 = lame

STUDY DESIGN
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• Lesion scores → 4 point scale

− Interdigital dermatitis (ID)

− Digital dermatitis (DD)*

− White line disease (WLD)

− Sole ulcer (SU)

− Interdigital hyperplasia (IH)

− Footrot (FR)

− Sole haemorrhages (SoH)

− (Swollen heels (SH))

STUDY DESIGN
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RESULTS
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• Lameness
− Prevalence: 32 (+ 14)%

− Range: 0 to 67%

− Comparable (Barker et al., 2010; Leach et 

al., 2012) or worse (Rutherford et al., 2009; 
Foditsch et al., 2016)

RESULTS & DISCUSSION
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• Digital dermatitis (DD) 
− Prevalence: 28 (+ 18%)

− Range: 0 to 62% 

− Comparable (Somers et al., 2003; 
Holzhauer et al., 2006; Cramer et al., 2008; 

USDA, 2007; Yang et al., 2017) or worse

RESULTS & DISCUSSION
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION
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• Obvious lesions
− WLD, FR, SU → estimated well

− SH → estimated poorly

• Less obvious lesions
− ID, SoH, DD, HHE → estimated poorly

→ Different definition for lameness (Horseman et al., 2014)

RESULTS & DISCUSSION: PERCEPTION
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• Most prevalent:
− Heelhorn erosion

− Sole haemorrhages

− Digital dermatitis

• Large differences between herds

CONCLUSION: PREVALENCE
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• Farmers struggle tot detect
− lameness

− claw problems

→ Lack of
− knowledge?

− time invested?

− awareness?

CONCLUSION: PERCEPTION
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• Preventive measures

• Schooling

• Awareness!

SOLUTION?
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Source: http://www.coppersulfatecrystals.com/footbath.html
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Europees 
Landbouwfonds voor 

Plattelands-
ontwikkeling: Europa 

investeert in zijn 
platteland. 




