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Challenges in Organic Rabbit Farming
❖ No reliable technical references => constraint to development and new 

installations
❖ Little knowledge about feeding and health management: parasitism etc.
Objectives 
Acquire technical references from the field
Contribute to the emergence of Organic Rabbits Farming, or on pasture.
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First step: creating an Excel program to collect data from Organic rabbit 
breeders

Error detection

Ergonomy

AdaptabilitySimple

Automatisation
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• data collection (laborious)

• Homogenization and cleaning of data according to strict 
rules

• 9 farms surveyed, 6 farms with data over a long period
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Mean Variability

Flock size (n=6)

Females (av. nb./y.) 33.2

Males (av. nb./y.) 7.3

Ratio female/male 4.5

Productive time and mortality of breeding does

Production time, females, d. 374 ±281

Production time, males, d. 463 ±312

Renewing rate, females, % y. 65 range : 16-93

Mortality rate, females, % y. 21 range: 6-59

Culling rate, females, % y. 12 range: 0-72

Characteristics of the reproduction unit (6 farms over 3 years, 2015-2017)
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Mean Variability

Mating nb /y/♀ 4.8 2.6-7.3

Fertility rate (♀), % 60 30-73

Parturition nb/♀/y 2.7 0.8-3.8

Delivery interval (days) 112 91-138

Nb birth alive / delivery 8.0 7.7-8.2

Nb birth alive /♀/y 25.3 17.5-34.8

Performances of reproduction
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Performances at weaning

Mean Variability

Total nb (3 years, 6 farms) 1052

Age at weaning, days 61 41-68

Weaned nb/delivery 6.2 4.5-6.7

Weaned nb /doe/y 18.7 1.3-26.8

Survival rate before weaning, % 73.8 63-82
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Conclusions : modest performances and
significant technical progress in breeding management
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Perspectives

Smartphone application : GAELA
Support software for breeding management 
and allowing a direct and unique input of 
management data of a rabbit breeding
Summer 2019 : test version in some farms
Autumn 2019 :  start spreading in farms
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Thank you for your attention
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