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Piglet mortality and litter
size
Piglet mortality in organic farms

approx. 20%

Some farmers want more moderate
litter sizes

Cross-breeding with sire lines has
been suggested as a "quick-fix”
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Aim of study

Crossing sire lines into the piglet
producing sows...

— what happens with piglet
performance and maternal behaviour?
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Data
37 litters born April-August 2021, Research Centre Lovsta, Uppsala

Yorkshire*Landrace Yorkshire*Hampshire Yorkshire*Duroc

i
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Data
37 litters born April-August 2021, Research Centre Lovsta, Uppsala

Yorkshire*Landrace Yorkshire*Hampshire Yorkshire*Duroc
n=16 n=12 n=9

Half of litters sired by Hampshire, half by Duroc
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Material and methods

Individual piglet weights at birth and
weaning

Sow weight and backfat at farrowing
and weaning

Video recordings for approx 2 w
Accelerometer data during 7.5 days
Dead piglets autopsied

Statistical analysis SAS proc glm
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Results
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Litter size at birth
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Total mortality, birth to
weaning
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Birth weight
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Average daily gain until
weaning
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Number weaned
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Sow weight loss during
lactation
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Conclusions

Litters become smaller
Sows become poorer mothers

Not a welfare solution

Next step:
Growth after weaning




Thank you for your attention!
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