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Introduction

* Sheep pasturing has a long tradition in Alpine area (Aigner et al., 2003; Garde et al., 2014).

The system contributes to local food security (Galli et al., 2020).

It is crucial for several ecosystem services (Blaschka et al., 2014; Buchgraber, 2018).

* However, poductivity is important for the continued existance of the production.

* Information are needed to improve the system.
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Material and Methods

e Study area:
e South Tyrol
e 455,840 ha agricultural area (14% below 1,000 m asl)
* 4,850 goat and sheep farms
* 38,300 sheep kept
* Extensive production systems; lamb meat production; summer transhumance



