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Sheep Breed population in Cyprus

Chios Cross-bred with Chios 
Cyprus Fat-tailed Assaf 
East Friesian Awassi 
Cameroon Lacaune

Total sheep and farm numbers of the 
main sheep breeds in Cyprus (2021)

Breeds Sheep Farms
Chios 57,047 306
Cross-bred 
with Chios 205,114 1,228

Cyprus Fat-
tailed 1,726 14

Assaf 2,100 33
East Friesian 975 19
Awassi 1,477 8
Lacaune 1,759 1
Cameroon 67 1



Cyprus Chios sheep

⇧   Milk production

⇧   Prolificacy

⇧   Early sexual maturity 

⇧   Adaptability to climate changes 

Originated from the Chios Island of Greece

Imported in Cyprus approximately 70 years ago
 



Agriculture Research Institute

Athalassa Farm
Production characteristics of Chios ewes 
at ARI (2020/2021) *  

Trait Yearlings Adults

No. of ewes lambing 133 294

Lambs born/ewe 1.70 2.07

Lambs born live/ewe 1.50 1.76

Lambs weaned/ewe 1.29 1.66

* ARI Biennial Review 2020/2021


