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Overview

Current trends in Europe 
meat consumption

Key motivations and 
factors influencing 

consumption of beef

European beef farmers 
perspectives on 

sustainability

Solutions to challenges Source of icons: Flaticon.com
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Bovine meat consumption 1980-2019 (FAO Balance Sheet Data)

General downward trend

Some post-BSE recovery
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Source: FAO Food Balance Sheet 

60:40 vs 40:60

Total EU protein available for human consumption (demand proxy) 
- 2010-2020
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Total EU 
protein 
supply - 
2010-2020

Dairy
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How are consumers shopping for and what is 
important to shoppers when purchasing beef (meat)
• Bord Bia Pan European Survey 
• N=500 grocery shoppers/market/month- focus on beef 

considerers
• 7 markets across Europe: IE, DE, FR, IT, UK, SW, BE
• 2020-2022 data

Source of data: Bord Bia, 2022
Images: Flaticon.com
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• Driven by spending 
concern

• Meat aisle vs butcher 
counter

• Universe of beef 
buyers has declined 
but incidence stable
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Q4 2022 (%) YOY Change (%) Change vs 2020

Ireland 44 -5 -4

Belgium 34 -5 -2

Germany 37 -12 -11

UK 32 -7 -7

Purchase of steak on last occasion 

Higher end cuts under pressure

Q4 2022 (%) YOY Change (%)

Ireland 57 +5

UK 57 +7

Sweden 56 +1

Belgium 52 +3

Germany 43 +3

Purchase of mince on last occasion 

Q4 2022 (%) YOY Change (%)

Italy 32 -1

Ireland 31 +6

Sweden 28 +3

Germany 26 +1

Mince & burgers in growth
Purchase of burgers on last occasion 

Source of data: Bord Bia, 2022
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Beef is a protein that is worth paying more for (%, Q2 2022)

Ireland 74

Belgium 70

Sweden 68

UK 69

Italy 66

France 62

Germany 59

I think beef is a relatively healthy protein (%, Q2 2022)

Ireland 85

Sweden 83

UK 81

Belgium 81

France 76

Germany 78

Italy 73

Beef remains loved 
despite inflationary 
pressures

Source of data: Bord Bia, 2022
Images: Flaticon.com

Meat 
reduction 
not a 
strategy

“shoppers value equation is 
all about that they trust – 
and that’s taste”
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Changing tack now…
 what does sustainability mean to 
European beef farmers?
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Long term business planning 
approaches

Initiatives to improve beef image and to break with 
the current trend of consumption decline

Methods to ensure a fairer distribution of the 
final price along the supply/food chain

Tools & strategies to manage 
price volatility and cash flow

Examining economically efficient housing systems 
for beef cattle (focus on finishing beef systems with 
some re suckler beef and labour efficient systems)

The use of alternative feedstuffs to reduce the 
high costs of raw material for feeding

Health & welfare of new born 
calves on suckler farms

Simple labour-saving tools/systems to measure and 
communicate high animal welfare standards

On farm health check of young stock prior to 
sale/purchase including vaccination status

Lameness of finisher bulls Management, housing, & envt. factors that affect 
animal welfare in rearing and finishing units

Training in animal welfare for operators/farmers, 
and stress-free drive systems during weighing 
and transport in beef cattle

Animal monitoring tools in the 
fattening phase

The effect of animal nutrition on meat quality Tools to evaluate the carcass and meat quality 
prior to and in the slaughterhouse

Use of data to improve carcass 
& meat quality

Optimizing the number of calves per cow per year 
in suckler beef herds

On-farm strategies to increase marbling/ 
tenderness/colour in beef meat

Reduction in C footprint Reward schemes for farmers for environmental 
objectives -C, biodiversity, water, soil and air quality  

Tools for calculating and improving 
environmental sustainability on beef cattle farms

Improvement in water quality & 
reduced water use

Carbon sequestration methods (grassland, 
simplified cropping techniques, potential 
agroforestry)

Methods to enhance biodiversity on beef cattle 
farms without the need for large investment

Priority topics: farmers’ perspective
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Solutions to address consumer 
concerns and align with farmers needs
Consumer 
concern/motivation

Farmer concern/need Potential BovINE solutions

Price Economic sustainability: fair distribution of the 
final price, reduce the high costs, …
Prod. efficiency:  number of calves per cow, …
Animal health & welfare: in new born calves

Local producer market in superstores (PT)
Self-produced legumes and forages (IT)
Calving detection sensors (BE)
Scoring vitality of newborn calves (GE)

Eating quality Meat quality: tools to evaluate, on farm 
strategies …

Genetics  (IR, BE)
Meat@ppli (FR)
Effects of vitamin A in beef marbling (ES)

Origin Economic sustainability Trigo Limpio ES

Grass fed Economic sustainability Commercial EE/ Grass fed beef EE

Trust in sustainability 
attributes

Communicating re image
Rewards schemes for farmers

Bord Bia QAS and FAWAC IR
Examples from France and Poland
Remunerascore FR

Welfair TM
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BovINE GPs and RIs

• Documented as practice abstracts
• Lay language (some translations)
• Wide range of audio-visual content
• Available on the BovINE knowledge hub (BovINE Knowledge Hub 

(bovine-eu.net)

https://hub.bovine-eu.net/
https://hub.bovine-eu.net/
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Enabling factors

• Selling at fair prices
• Mutual support and knowledge sharing​
• Demand for such products 
• Boost by LEADER/CLLD and Fondo de 

Desarrollo y Cohesión de Udalbiltza

Results

• Valorisation of local and organic 
production

• Promotes employment in rural villages
• More regular supply
• Market transparency
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Enabling factors
• Farmers cooperation and organization
• Individualized technical 

recommendations 
• +€0.50 per kg of higher carcass quality
• Quality scheme approved by the 

Estonian Veterinary and Food Board

Results

• 112 farms as members of the quality 
scheme “grass-fed beef” 

• Increase in animal growth and  health
• Improved carcass and meat quality
• Knowledge exchange and motivation for 

improvement
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