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Irish lamb production system
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2.66 million breeding ewes

1.37 lambs weaned per ewe  
1.55 by 2027

Input cost and availability Challenge to finish lambs

Adapt and improve lamb 
finishing systemsLandFeed Fertiliser

Pressure to reduce 
GHG emissions from 
livestock production



The potential of diverse pastures 
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Ability to fix atmospheric nitrogen (100-
200+ kg N/ha/yr) 

Improved sward quality (Late summer/Autumn)

Increased animal intakes and performance

Deep tap roots providing drought tolerance 
and additional minerals from the soil



Objective

§ To evaluate the effect of sward type on lamb growth 
performance and methane output in the post-
weaning period
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§ Perennial ryegrass (PRG)
§ PRG + White Clover (PRG+WC)
§ PRG + Red Clover (PRG+RC)
§ PRG + Chicory (PRG+Chic)
§ PRG + Plantain (PRG+Plan)

Sward Treatments



Methods

§ 24 Belclare X Texel ewes and their lambs per treatment
§ Farmlet system established
§ Stocking rate of 11.5 ewes/ha
§ Grazing systems
• Pre-weaning: Rotational
• Post-weaning: Leader follower

§ Swards received 120 kg N/ha/yr
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