How pasture-based ruminants and biodiversity relate:
an account of farmer’s narratives from contrasting contexts
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Background: ruminants, biodiversity, pluralism, ...

" Biodiversity: central theme in debates about ruminant’s roles
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Background..... and context-specificity
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" Which narratives do farmers themselves use about the relationship between
their production system and biodiversity?

" How do these narratives relate to regional differences in socio-ecological
context?




Case study: pasture-based dairy in two areas
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Methodology; data collection

® 30 interviews, 15 per area

® Semi-structured: questions about
farm operations, conceptualisation
of biodiversity, and biodiversity-
farming interactions

® 'Biodiversity part’: 0.5 - 2 hrs

" Verbatim transcription, thematic coding




Methodology: framework

Nature Futures Framework
(Pereira et al., 2020; Kim et al., 2023)

‘nature for nature’
~ intrinsic value

‘nature as culture’ ‘nature for society’
~ relational value ~ instrumental value
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Methodology: framework
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Results: distribution across areas
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Results: context-specific nuances
- ‘farming with biodiversity’ (NL)
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Results: context-specific nuances
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Discussion

" Context-specific as well as ‘shared’ narratives

® Context-specific nuances

- Need for context-specific policy approaches
" Pluralism on many fronts: gg

individual narratives,
interviews, areas

}

- Need for a plurality of
policy approaches?
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