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How to improve the resilience 
and the performance of equine 
farms in Europe thanks to this 

Project ? 



330/08/2023

• No research but transfer of Knowledge 
• Multi-actors project
• Funded by the Horizon Europe research programm of 

the European Commission
• 3 Million euros of budget
• 4 Years (2023-2027)
• 15 Partners 
• 9 Countries 

EUnetHorse in few points



Belgium: 
• European Center of  Mont-le-Soie, Wallonie

Finland: 
• LUKE          
• Universityof Helsinki

Germany: 
• University of Giessen
• Agricultural Chamber of North-Rhine of 

Wesphalia

France: 
• IFCE
• ACTA
• Chamber of agriculture of Grand-Est 

Poland: 
• PZHK : Breeders Association of Polish sport 

horses
• Institute of Animal Genetics and Biotechnology 

Romania 
• ADEPT

Switzerland: 
• Agroscope

Portugal: 
• Feedinov

Spain: 
• University of Basque Country
• Technological Center of Meat 

9 countries et 15 partners 



Objectives
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Improving farm resilience…
Helping farms to deal with this issues : 
Climate change and resource management
Animal welfare 
Health crises
Social and economic crises 
…without neglecting their performance!
 
 Thanks to exchanges between actors of all levels (regional, 
national, European), of all types (professionals, advisors, trainers, 
researchers, policies, etc.) and of all sectors (sport, leisure, work, 
milk-meat, races, tourism, etc.)



3 Thematic Areas
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Socio-economy
Jean-Philippe Lejeune (MLS)

• Improving profitability, working 
conditions, quality of life

• Developing offers related to 
consumer expectations

• Developing effective and 
sustainable economic and 
social models

Environmental sustainability 
and benefits between 
agricultural sectors

Leena Rantamaki-Lahtinen (UH)

• Improving the environmental 
sustainability of equine farms 
to conserve natural resources,  
to limit harmful inputs and 
outputs

• Improving their food autonomy, 
water and energy resources 
management, carbon storage 
(hedges, grasslands, manure 
and biodiversity)

Welfare and Equine Health 
Aleksandra Górecka-Bruzda 

(IGBZPAN)

• Improving equine welfare and 
health to meet societal 
expectations and avoid a ban 
on their use 

• Anticipating health crises (ex: 
rhino-pneumonia) and future 
legislation



What are the main actions ?
First step (2023) : Identification of needs and 
networking

EUnetHorse
EAAP – 28 August 2023 - Lyon

• 40 interviews minimum of farmers per country during the summer 
to identify needs and best practices  

• 1 national workshop on Needs in November with 15 multi-
stakeholder experts to enrich the results of the interviews from other 
work already conducted in each country and the experience of the 
participants

• 1 European workshop in December to discuss the needs of each 
country and define a dozen European priorities spread over the 3 
thematic areas



What are the main actions ?
First step (2023) : Identification of needs and 
networking
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• Networking of national actors through different political and 
scientific/technical committees: first meetings of these national 
committees

• Networking of European actors involved in the governance of the 
project with the first EAB meeting with the participation of external 
experts 

• 1 Cross Visit in October in France on the theme “National multi-actor 
organization of the French equine sector”: presence of European 
partners and a dozen of European farmers invited



What are the main actions?
Second step : Identification of solutions and 
matchmaking (2024)
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• Analysis of the solutions identified in 2023 and 
Conducting additional interviews to identify other 
solutions

• 1 national workshop on solutions in early 2024 with 15 
multi-stakeholder experts to enrich the results of interviews 
from other work already carried out and the experience of 
participants

• Creation of a network of European trainers and 
advisers

• Integration of equines on EU-FarmBook



What are the main actions?
Thirds step : Assessment and priorization of 
solutions (2023-2026)
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• Every 6 months : 
Ø 1 European workshop to evaluate and prioritize the solutions 

to be disseminated for 3 different thematic area priorities 
Ø 1 Meeting of the network of trainers and advisers to discuss 

solutions and their evaluation



What are the main actions?
Last step : Adaptation and Dissimination of 
solutions (2023-2027)
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• Every 6 months : 
Ø Adaptation, popularization and translation of selected 

solutions: technical sheets and videos
Ø 1 national workshop to discuss reworked solutions and their 

acceptability
Ø 1 day of training and demonstration for professionals per 

country
Ø 1 Cross Visit to a partner country to illustrate the priorities 

addressed
• 1 final conference in Brussels in 2027
• 1 training session per thematic area and per country for advisors 

and trainers 
• Results available on EU-FarmBook



In summary, the main achievements 
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• Establishment of a network of European equine experts and pilot farms
• Publication of 80 factsheets and videos on solutions and best practices evaluated and adapted 
• Pooling and translation of 2 digital "tools" already existing at European level 
• Proven demonstration methodology adapted to the equine sector
• 3 Demonstration and training days in each partner country
• 3 Training sessions for advisors and trainers per country
• 9 Cross Visits to Europe where professionals will be invited
• Identification of research gaps 
• Recommendations for policy makers 
• Setting up a sustainable network of trainers and advisors in Europe



How to participate ? 

EUnetHorse
EAAP – 28 August 2023 - Lyon

• If your country is concerned by the Project 
 Contact your National Facilitator to join the national network of your country and to be indentify as expert to 

potentially participate to the national or european workshops and cross-visits

• If your country is not concerned by the Project 
 Contact me to join the european network to be identify as expert to potentially integrate the European 

Advisory Board or to participate as expert to the european workshops.

In any case, follow us on social networks ! 
https://www.facebook.com/EUnetHorse

https://www.facebook.com/EUnetHorse


Thank you for your attention, questions? 
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