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Context

» After the Second World War, intensification of French agriculture

» Commercial desire to replace horses

» Political will to modernise "France Farm".

» The end of the civilisation of the horse and the end of the peasant (?) (Lizet, 2020;
Mendras, 1967)

The effects of consolidation, specialisation and farm enlargement in the Beauce region. 30 horses harvesting in the 1920s (Lefebvre des Noéttes,

Image taken from the IGN Back in Time tool (Revue-Histoire.fr) 1924) 5



Context

* The back-to-the-land movement in the 1980s and selected TA facilities
* Association dynamics around the practice

* Preservation of a heritage and foundations of current practice

HIPPOTESE

Le cheval de travail

Kassine from Prommata



Objectives and method

e Characterize animal traction

o 34 interviews with farmers to analyse practice

o Semi-structured interviews from July to December 2022
and participant observation

o Who are the AT users?

o Why do they use AT?

o How do they use it?

o What are the characteristics of the farms?
o Presentation of motivations

o Typology based on statistical analysis
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Results

What is animal traction in France ?

In many cases, farming is a reconversion, and the majority are setting
up outside the family. Users are more highly qualified than the national
average for farmers, and most of them took training courses in AT or
agriculture before setting up.

A back-to-the-land and neo-peasant movement.

Mainly market gardening and winegrowing, with a growing number of
users.

Horses and donkeys are used on small areas.



Passion for horses,
political choice, energy
autonomy and rejection
of the tractor as the
main motivations.
Autonomous, more

sustainable motivations.

Value-based rather than
instrumental
rationalities.

Results

What are the motivations ?

Extrinsic motivations Intrinsic motivations
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Controlled choices Autonomus choices

Original motivations for using animal traction in agriculture (The numbers corresponds to the
occurrence of this motivation out of n=32 respondents). From Deci and Ryan (1985)
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Results

What are the types of farms ?

» 3 types of structure identified: large estates, small estates and small diversified farms.

Material in a large estate Working in a small estate Working in a small farm



Results

What are the types of farms ?

» 3 types of structure identified: large estates, small estates and small diversified farms.
3 groups of respondents according to aspirations/goals: the equicentred, the existential
militant and the instrumental.
4 types of AT strategy on the farms: Stop, flexible AT, centrally anchored AT and AT as an
agroecological practice.



Results

What are the types of farms ?

» 3 types of structure identified: large estates, small estates and small diversified farms.
3 groups of respondents according to aspirations/goals: the equicentred, the existential

militant and the instrumental.
4 types of AT strategy on the farms: Stop, flexible AT, centrally anchored AT and AT as an

agroecological practice.

»The large winegrowing estates have agro-ecological and flexible strategies, and pursue

rather instrumental objectives.
Small winegrowing estates develop agroecological strategies and have instrumental and

militant aspirations.
Small diversified farms have militant and equicentric goals, leading to agroecological and

centrally anchored strategies.



Discussion

A peasant practice that challenges modernity

» Part of a political project
» A response to agroecological issue
» A desire for autonomy and a change of production system

» Reappropriation of a term associated with the past and its marker:
animal traction

66 The idea is to produce in such a way as 66 We often talk about farmers,
to recreate a sustainable agricultural economy
over time, and above all to do without fossil fuels,
which are going to be a problem. ”

but | don't see myself as a farmer, | see
myself as a peasant. ”



Discussion

The place of the animal

» A coherent agro-ecological project

» An important marker in life projects
around alternative farms

» A partnership, a coproduction between
man and horse

» The equine is a companion but not a pet
(Mulier, 2019)

» A heritage asset (Lizet, 2015)




Discussion

Animal-drawn farmers are peasant with a protest project against
modern, industrial civilisation. They are based on a farming practice
that can be described as retro-innovation. They are part of a
redefinition of the food system within a strong agro-ecology. In this way,
they take a diversion into the past in order to build for the future.

“ Because of its natural limitations, animal traction
forces us to question our relationship to time, work and
investment choices... It's the machine at the farmer's service,
not the farmer at the machine's service... ”



Highlights

v'A reappropriation of a past practice that is gaining recognition
v'Values rather than instrumental motivations

v'Type of farms, goals of farmers and strategies are heterogeneous, but
all in agroecological practices

v'"Working with an animal engaged a lot farmers
v'Further research: looks at the sustainability of these farms
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