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MARE MILK

Sources: Combe Hay Mares Milk, L’Energie Cheval.



INTRODUCTION

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY
Characterize the composition of macrominerals and trace elements, 
and their concentration changes over six months of lactation in mare 
milk from Basque Mountain Horse breed reared in semi-extensive 
rural farms with different management systems.
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MATERIALS & METHODS
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION
Effect of management
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION
Effect of lactation stage

○: Early-lactation (weeks 3-10)
∆: Mid-lactation (weeks 11-18)
□: Late-lactation (weeks 19-26)
■: Group centroid 



CONCLUSIONS

Ø Milk from Basque Mountain Horse breed ≈ average mineral concentrations in other equine breeds.

Ø Significant influence of lactation time.

Ø Management system significantly affected Ca, P, S and Na concentrations in milk. This could be 

related to changes in the feeding of mares during lactation.
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