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Background- Global

• Issue - What do to with the male dairy calf?

• General public/consumer perception
- Male dairy calves slaughtered at a very young age

• How to overcome the issue?



Background – Great Britain

• Priorities:

• Rear all calves with care

• Encourage responsible breeding 
strategies through farm assurance 

• Better communication of market 
requirements

• Open up new pathways and 
supply chain opportunities for 
dairy-bred calves



Background – Great Britain

• How is this being achieved?

- Use of sexed dairy semen

- Increase in beef cross calves being 
born from dairy dams

1.44M calves registered in 2021(dairy dams)
 50% ‘non-dairy’ calves

 Beef semen sales to dairy herds 49% (2022)

Source: AHDB



• Dairy-beef:  -  Beef sire x Dairy dam (male & female calves) 
    -  Dairy male calves (Dairy sire x Dairy dam)

• Very small percentage of these calves go for veal/ròse veal

• Large number enter dairy-beef production system

• Moved to rearing unit (pre-weaning) from dairy farm of birth
via live auctions, calf collection/assembly centres, directly from farm to rearing unit

• Mixed with different calves from different farms on rearing unit

Background – Great Britain
Dairy-Beef system

Dairy farm Calf rearing unit Grower/finisher 
unit

Slaughtered 
approx. 20+ 

months of age



Study Aim

• To establish current practices 
within the dairy-beef sector in 
terms of selection processes, 
marketing and information 
transfer with calves


