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The PPILOW project aims to co-construct innovations to improve 

Poultry and Pig Welfare in Low-input outdoor and Organic 

farming systems through a multi-actor approach

THE MULTI-ACTOR PPILOW EUROPEAN PROJECT (2019-2024): 
A PARTICIPATIVE APPROACH TO CO-BUILD INNOVATIONS 
FOR WELFARE IMPROVEMENT IN ORGANIC AND OUTDOOR PIG AND POULTRY FARMS

Coordination: 



- High quality of the rearing system and of the products

- Diversity of practices throughout Europe

- Still a need to improve animal welfare and limit mortality, in relation to outdoor access challenging the 
animals, ethical issues, the wish of practitioners and societal expectations 

Evaluation of the welfare-improving practices by taking into account environmental, 
economic and social impacts including human well-being

(practitioners, consumers, citizens) 

Why is it important to consider 
welfare in organic and low-input 

outdoor farming systems?

One Welfare Concept (Garcia Pinillos et al., 2016)
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PPILOW partners and collaborators

22 PPILOW Partners in 9 countries
 
9 National Practitioner 
Groups (NPG): 4 dedicated to pigs 
and 5 to poultry
 

www.ppilow.eu
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PPILOW Involvement of National Practitioner Groups

Avoiding piglet castration, beak trimming, the elimination of layer male chicks

Favouring positive behaviours, improving health and robustness
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PPILOW  WP1

• WP 1.1: Inventory of animal welfare practices in organic and low-input outdoor production systems

• WP 1.2: Stakeholder expectations towards organic and low-input farming

• WP 1.3: Adequacy of production practices to interest groups and citizens’ expectations

• WP 1.4: Economic viability and value-adding potential of strategies improving animal welfare

The overall aim of WP1 WP1 was to understand

which ethical, socio-economic and technical factors (barriers, levers)

are essential to improve poultry and pigs welfare

in organic and low-input outdoor production systems



7

PPILOW  WP1

• WP 1.1: Inventory of animal welfare practices in organic and low-input outdoor production systems

• WP 1.2: Stakeholder expectations towards organic and low-input farming

• WP 1.3: Adequacy of production practices to interest groups and citizens’ expectations

• WP 1.4: Economic viability and value-adding potential of strategies improving animal welfare
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PPILOW  WP1.1

An inventory of animal welfare practices in organic
and low-input outdoor livestock production systems

Data from literature and research projects
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complemented with
interviews of key informants

Interviews with 11 key informants working within the supply chain
(in Finland, France, Italy, UK)

Objectives of the interviews:

• To identify gaps and opportunities for animal welfare

• To obtain depth information on frameworks for solving the 

animal welfare challenges 

An inventory of animal welfare practices in organic
and low-input outdoor livestock production systems

Data from literature

PPILOW  WP1.1




