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Characterisation of outdoor pig systems in Ireland to
better understand management practices, challenges
and barriers to expansion
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Introduction

Societal concerns and demands for

- Sustainability
- Animal welfare
- Food quality

1076
148 +

1331

.1__ /

Organic

143
138T

Indoor

2013 2014 2015 2016

2017

2018 2019 2020

Eurostat

2021

2022

Farming
certification
schemes

Sustainable
Food Production

Farm
to Fork

Food
Processing &
Distribution

Cage

Barn laid
Free range
Organic

Indoor
?

Or.ganic

(R U

END THE CAGE AGE

IT'S TIME TO EVOLVE

187 1 1

AcmicuLrure axp Foon DeveLopsnt Avtnonrry



Characterising outdoor pig systems
in Ireland
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Materials and methods

Online Survey h SurveyMonkey

Personal messages

= Social network ,l l o

» Personal/companies emails

=a

= Text messages @ |

= Agricultural shows

Publications

= Social network profiles , l @] 0

= Teagasc webpage and newsletter

https://www.teagasc.ie/animals/pigs/research/
research-projects/onewelpig-project/

Outdoor pig owners

40 questions about

Geographical location

Number, breed, sex and stages of animals
Environmental description

Nutrition and Water management

Health status and management of the animals

Open qualitative questions

Ceo‘gosc
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https://www.teagasc.ie/animals/pigs/research/research-projects/onewelpig-project/
https://www.teagasc.ie/animals/pigs/research/research-projects/onewelpig-project/

Qualitative questions

Kevin

How would you describe your farm?
What do your pigs really enjoy in life?
What do your pigs least enjoy in life”?

What are the three main daily challenges of keeping
pigs outdoors on your farm?

What are three main changes that are needed at
iInfrastructural level to encourage the production of pigs
outdoors?

Co-occurence test Rstudio

€a5ascC
McGarry Soils & Enviromental Advisor
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Results

December 2022 - May 2023

91 respondents

24/ 32 counties
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Farm description

N=63
- . "
. I"-"IUE-EL:'” profitable, ., purpose
Fegenerative Young
1 1 E '1h d
- . nriche
Organic Straw basedEcological
N Family .
Scenic
™ i small
. Matural . Untidy -
Frogressive Clean . Animal mixed farm
. Traditional
. = .
Efficient 13PRY e Peacefy Commercial
Animal welfare focused : .
L . Intense labor -
. Ethical
Sustainable gafe . .
Community Pasture )
L ]
i Profitable
HobbY  gpen to public .
. ® Woodland
Remote . Moisy
. Healthy Biodiverse .
Low input Workable
Lifestyle  * e Enjoyable

=truggleree range

Co-occurrence p<0.05

43 descriptives

@ 17%

Biodiverse

e 14% ® 13%

Sustainable Organic
@ 14%
Animal welfare focused
e 13%
Happy

€a5asc
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Small scale farms

N=382

2 + 2.1 people in charge

35 + 48.4 animals max
395+ 21818 ha
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= Total
= Sows/Gilts
T Boars
= Grower pigs
Piglets

18.9

ﬁ 1.0
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Underfoot surface 7.0%
__ Tillage soil

2.3% Mucky area
VWoodchip

Solid concrete
82.6% 37.2%

| 33.7%
| o Scrubland

Woodland
Crop field

Co-occurence p<0.05




Multiple purposes

N=91
Rescue sanctuary
Other
Tourism
Showing pigs
Pet / Hobby

Conservation of
traditional, rare breeds

Land management
Breeding pig for sale

Selling pig meat

Personal meat
consumption

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 %

€a5asc
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MH It P e puUrposes Ecology-focused
Rescue sanctuary |

Other

Tourism

m GM free feed
Showing pigs . Organic
Pet / Hobby

Conservation of
traditional, rare breeds

= Nothing

Land management
Breeding pig for sale

Selling pig meat

Personal meat
consumption <

030 40 50 60 70 % S —
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Multiple purposes Breed >20

N=91 Oxford Sandy
Rescue sanctuary | ——— p<0.001—— Micropig 2% and Black 32%

Other

Tourism

Showing pigs

Pet / Hobby

Conservation of
traditional, rare breeds

— p<0.001— Kune Kune 17°

\ . Gloucester
> 0ld Spot 20%
Land management

Breeding pig for sale

Selling pig meat

Personal meat
consumption
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Community based Breed >20

N=91 Oxford Sandy
S T % Micropig and Black
' _'/lj P<0.001

3.8 %

__Gloucester
> Old Spot

P<0.001



Community based 5% societ

N=91

P<0.001

69.2 %
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Animal welfare focused | produce pigs this way because...

N=72
A 100
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Extremely important
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Animal welfare focused

N=62 i . .
| |
Pigs like Pigs dislike
@ 24 descriptives | 28 descriptives
" Running Grazing . Dog .
Straw bed - : ,
. Fresh food | Pain Rutine changes .

Flies Companion changes

Human interaction L] . P o

- Enrichment & lliness
Comfort Stress . e
: , A Social withdrawl
Wallowmg\ Animal company : Weaning Slaughter
Natural grow o
Shelter \ Indoor confined '
. _ ) - Frost
Abscence of illness and stress Sunbath Unfamiliarity Being handled
P
; Natural behaviot Electri: A . Cold _
Pl.ay Self choices Boredom Extrem weather
Roof Freedom . Y
ooting ; - .

. " Fresh water Thirst Specific feed Heat %

Natural habita o . Winter
Outdoor area ) Hard heavy ground .
Food - . Sharing food .
SIEIE'II:}IHQSUnshine Mud @ Rain
Hunger

1 Co-occurrence p<0.05 Wind



NIch)roduce pigs this way because...
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Challenges

N= L il
65 . Dr}r EE'“
57 descriptives Sunburn
. Hnoaﬂ;ledgeHEEt Meat - .
| Source Finishing . 51'_[:“
Destruction . HEID[CJ}."I'IEES : .
. i Mixing K J"j'-."l.l'ElllElt]|||J['_'r
Cleaning 9ging *  Enrichement
Slaugther Waste _ .
Farrowing Facilitiq Mot
[ ] i . . :
Moving Time Shelter Marketing Escape ol
Pmcéssing . :
A : oy { Bed addock  potation
Lack
: Sunbum vyet
Space
®
. % . Availability
Enjoying ~ Cold Mud cot
-‘ | Security 05
. Weather
Control oy S ® Labor .
, e Bed addock  poiap Vat
Maintenance _ ] . valer
* Mo chall 1:
Aggressivity o 9° Security - . Cost E Health . F'ig
EEIEI.I'ICE . Viater ]UEE 5':'”
Management, Y _
House AN ™ pig Co-occurence p<0.05
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Changes needed

N=57 °

Animal welfare

21 descriptives Research

Sustainable systems e
. Policy

Pig intelligence

. Advice scheme

Incentives L
Market

Education

Organic feed availability
.

Access to organic processing .
- .

Certification
Intensive farm system issues ﬂ;. Inspectors
Outdoor benefit

Outdoor practice @)
Support

Consumers

Outdoor meat quality Farmers

\( Advisory Training

Financial support
19 Co-occurence p<0.05
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Discussion and conclusion

Small scale of the outdoor pigs systems

- Little policy, advisory, research and educational support

- Facing financial challenges
BUT

Big contribution in term of :

+  Addressing societal concerns
+  Provide more options for consumers

+  Provide sustainable systems
+  Animal welfare (Behaviour vs Health)

+ Breed conservation

+  Quality of life of the farmers

20
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