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• Water efficient

Sorghum as an Alternative Crop to Corn 
silage?

• Drought 
tolerant

• Lower input costs 
(∼10X lower seed 
costs/acre; lower fertilizer & 
irrigation costs)

• Higher NDF

• ↓starch & 
↓digestibility

• Lower TDN 



Sorghum berries processing
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Effective Ruminal Disappearance of whole 
sorghum berries, or manually cut in 2 or 4 pieces

Adapted from McCary, 2019. Strategies to improve whole-plant sorghum silage nutritive value. MSc. Thesis, UF.    

Increased ERD 
by more than 

double vs. 
Whole Berries
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Pictures courtesy of Diego Druetto, Research Leader at Richardson Seeds

Theoretical length of cut

Adapted from McCary and Ferrareto, 2020  

Option 
#1

Option 
#2

↑Fuel costs, KP wear 
out ↑labor & logistics New 

hybrid
s



Objectives

F1
0

F2
4

V
s

�� Obj. #1: compare particle size distribution of intact and 
processed sorghum berries for hybrids with smaller (F10) and 
bigger size (F24)

�� Obj. #2: compare nutrient composition and in-situ starch 
digestibility of sorghum hybrids with smaller (F10) and bigger 
berry size (F24)


