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Objective
To gain insights into current practices 
aimed at ensuring good animal 
welfare in extensive farming systems



Methods
• In-person interviews with five farm managers
• Performed in March 2023
• Semi-structured interviews

 



Interview guide

• What does animal welfare mean to you? Which parts would you include in the concept? 

• Do you assess animal welfare in any way on your farm? If so, how?

• What actions have you taken to ensure good animal welfare? 

• Do you see any need to further improve animal welfare on your farm? 

• What are the major animal welfare problems seen in dairy production – today? In the future?

• What do you think of shade and shelter for cattle? Is it needed? 

• Which factors and practices do you consider to highly influence the animal welfare level?

• What do you think dairy farmers could do to improve the welfare of dairy cattle?



Methods
• In-person interviews with five farm managers
• Performed in March 2023
• Semi-structured interviews
• Audio recorded 
• Transcribed 
• Thematic analysis 
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Handling

• Walking tracks
• Minimize stress
• Backing gate
• Employees

Feeding

• Winter grazing
• Supplements 
• Crops
• Nitrogen leakage



Conclusions  

• Important for all farmers with well-kept and healthy cows
• Sometimes difficult to meet societal needs
• Request for a payment system to promote high levels of 

animal welfare
• Enforcing practices that do not pay off?
• External effects
• Education and communication
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