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THE WHITE GOLD OF THE DESERT

In 2022: 4.16 million Tons (0.44% of the total milk 
production world wide (FAOstat), but...no recorded 
production in 21 « camel countries » among 47

Estimated production: 5.35 million 
tons i.e., 0.57% of the total milkIn 1961: camel milk =0.18% of the total milk world wide



The place of camel milk

From 0.001% to 45%



For long time, camel milk 
was a gift …



The drivers for the development 
of camel milk market:

• Climatic changes
• Urbanisation
• Economic globalisation
• Commercial argument of 

the health claim



In search of added-value: from the 
market economy to the capitalist 

economy

• From the camel herder to the 
entrepreneur

• From benefit (difference between 
selling price and cost of 
production) to profit from 
employees' work(K. Marx)



Ex: Camelicious à Dubaï (EICMS)

Effects on production systems
 Concentration and gigantism
 Entrepreneurial management
 Intensification of production
 Integrated processing
 Diversification of the products
 « Periurbanization » of pastoral systems



Diversification of camel milk products



The 3 main sectors of camel milk market nowadays
• Local market

• Raw or fermented milk
• Direct selling
• No control

• International market• National market

• Pasteurized milk and other 
modern products

• Processing in small-scale 
dairy plants or semi- industrial

• National control

• Mainly milk powder
• e-market platform
• Industrial dairy plant



The emergence of camel milk production in Western countries

Camel milk production in USA, Australia….. 

USA Australia



…and in Europe

Smits Farm -Holland La Camelerie-France

Goroy Farm -Spain

Seranne Larzac-France

La Salle Farm-France

Macquart Farm -Germany



Development 
of e-market
Camel milk (liquid or 
powder) available in online 
sales platforms = New 
business opportunities 
gradually structured leading 
to the constitution of camel 
milk value chain at 
international level



The fragilities of the 
camel milk market

the price differential with cow milk; 
the low milk productivity of camel; 
the weak structure of the commodity 

channels (often non-controlled and 
informal); 

the distance of production zones from 
consumption basin in many countries 
(difficult maintenance of cold chain). 

the reluctance of western consumers for 
whom the willingness to pay a high price 
(up to 10 to 20 USD/L) is limited when 
special health characteristics are not 
(Profeta et al., 2022),



The fragilities of the 
camel milk market
A limited part of the camel milk is 

processed (pasteurization), and the 
consumers in southern countries prefer 
raw milk, despite its generally low 
hygienic quality

Except in Gulf countries and central 
Asia, most of the dairy plant processing 
milk are small-scale structures, limiting 
the diversity of dairy products to put on 
the market (cheese, ice cream, 
yoghourt)



The fragilities of the 
camel milk market



The fragilities of the 
camel milk market

Processing into camel milk powder requires high-
quality primary matter, huge volume of milk and 
important investment, that is difficult to obtain in 
most of the camel countries.
There is a competition between formal (dairy plants) 

and informal (direct selling of raw milk) market in term 
of price, despite the difference of hygienic quality



The fragilities of the 
camel milk market
The lack of international or even 

national standard is limiting the 
possibility to develop a modern sector 
(Konuspayeva et al., 2023a)

The importance of on-farm processing 
to prepare traditional fermented camel 
milk, leads to the delivery of non-
standardized product on the market 
which could create a certain distrust 
from the consumers (Konuspayeva et 
al., 2023b)



Conclusion
• Camel milk sector is experimenting a 

prodigious development worldwide
• However, this development is facing to 

important constraints in many 
countries

• Despite this fragility, a growth of the 
camel milk sector by 6-8% annually is 
expected for the next decennia.
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