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Introduction

* Increasing interest in South American Camelids in Austria
* Three Alpaca breeders organisations are currently registered

e Little information on current situation about alpaca breeding
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Registration of South American Camelids in
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Aim of the study

Document the current management and breeding practices of the members of
one Alpaca breeders organization in Austria.
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Methods

Online questionnaire was sent to 245 members of one Alpaca breeding
association.

128 persons filled out the questionnaire, and 101 completed all questions.

Topics covered:
* Herd management
* Reproduction and breeding
» Specific questions related to the breeding association
e Use of alpacas

Expert interviews were carried out to get background information.
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General information

Farms are found across all provinces of
Austria.

* 92% are part-time farmersl 8% are fUII time ©Dr.MariaWur2i:;ér
farmers.

* On average 16 alpacas are kept
* 89% keep only Huacaya alpaca

10% keep both types
1% only Suri alpaca
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Motivation to start alpaca farming

N =101; Answers = 277

QOut of love for nature and animal
care

As a hobby/For the enjoyment of
this gentle animal

As part of the farm operation for
diversification

To produce high-quality fleeces
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As a therapeutic activity for
relaxation and stress relief

Because alpacas are not raised for
food production

Out of an interest in exotic
animals
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To increase the alpaca population
in my region
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For landscape maintenance
On the recommendation of a friend
or neighbor

Because alpacas naturally exhibit
a wide range of colors

Due to opposition to raising
cattle
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Income sources

Sale of fleece products

Sale of breeding animals

Animal assisted
activities

Breeding fees
Classes at the farm
Seminars

No income

Animal care services
[claw care, shearing]

Farm management
consulting

Animal-assisted therapy

Tourism

N =100; Answers = 233
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Herd sizes

Mares + Foals
Stallions + Geldings
Breeding Stallions
Weanlings

Mares + Geldings
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Valid answers = 96
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Selection criteria for male alpacas

Conformation 3% 92%
Fiber quality 5% 89%
Color inheritance 9% 76%
Pedigree | 11% 69%
Herd book evaluation | 24% 49%
Consulting with further breeders | 24% 48%
Show results | 23% 47%
Balanced temperament | 27% 45%
Progeny performance ;| 62% 25%
Health | 60% 20%

Breeding process management | 67% 0%

100 50 0 50 100
not applicable little applicable . neutral . applicable . very applicable
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Exclusion critieria for female alpacas from

breeding

Conformation defects
Fertility issues
Birthing complications

Pregnancy losses

No exclusion of mares
from breeding

Poor health condition

Mare too old

Poor genetic
traits/fiber quality
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Interest in breeding program

* Participate in a breeding program (n = 101)
* 69% YES
* 31% NO

* Willingness for routine data recording
* 65% YES
* 35% NO
* Willingness to pay for data recording and analysis
* 34% YES
* 66% NO
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Conclusions

* There are different motivations for starting an alpaca business, but income is not the
main reason.

* Although fibre production is not an important income source, fibre quality is relevant
for male selection.

* The majority of the participants are interested in establishing a breeding program and
participating in data recording, but not for paying for the service.
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Thank you for your attention!
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