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The ClassyFarm IT system: Input
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The ClassyFarm IT system: Output
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ClassyFarm is mentioned in several national legislations

 Legislative Decree 136/2022: national legislation on the prevention and control of animal diseases
(implementation of the Regulation (EU) 2016/429)

 Voluntary labelling  Interministerial Decree regulating the “National Quality System for Animal 
Welfare” (SQNBA)

 Decree of the Ministry of Health of the 28 June 2022: Biosecurity requirements for pig farms

 Decree of the Ministry of Health of the 30 May 2023: Biosecurity requirements for poultry farms

 Italian CAP Strategic Plan 2023/2027  

The ClassyFarm IT system: Regulation
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The ClassyFarm IT system: what about honey bees?
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PHARMACOSURVEILLANCE WELFARE AND BIOSECURITY
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Number of hive inspections
Hives are inspected less than once a month POOR
Hives are inspected at least once a month during the inactive season and at least once a week during spring (this 
period may be extended to 15 days during the flowering season or if weather conditions do not permit). The 
inspection proceeds from strong colonies to weak/suspected diseased colonies.

FAIR

In addition to the criteria of the “fair level”, the beekeeper records his/her notes GOOD

RBI

ABI
Winter mortality
> 20% POOR

10%-20% FAIR

< 10% GOOD

The welfare assessment protocol



RBIs

ABIs

12 Management 2 Housing

Animal Based 
Indicators

7 ABIs

14 RBIs
1. Beekeeper training
2. Number of hive inspections
3. Colony equalization
4. Queen replacement
5. Queen selection
6. Artificial swarming

7. Feeding management
8. Management of hives 

affected by diseases
9. Anti-varroa treatments
10. Overwintering
11. Transport
12. Culling of the colony

13. Hive type and its level of 
maintenance

14. Hive position and orientation

1. Winter mortality
2. Abnormal colony 

depopulation/mortality
3. Robbing signs
4. Number of drone laying 

queen colonies
5. Number of queenless colonies
6. Irregular brood pattern
7. Clinical signs of varroosis

The welfare assessment protocol
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1. Right apiary identification
2. Identification of the single beehive
3. Apiary access control
4. Provision, control and hygiene of the personal protective equipment 

available to visitors
5. Control and management of new bees introduced into the apiary
6. Hive cleaning practices
7. Cleaning practices for work tools and personal protective equipment
8. Replacement of brood comb
9. Separate management of sick colonies
10. Origin of beekeeping equipment and wax
11. Waste material management
12. Varroa infestation monitoring
13. Presence of abandoned beehives, apicultural 

equipment or dead colonies in the apiary
14. Control of insects and rodents

The biosecurity assessment protocol

POOR GOODFAIR
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The in-field trial
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BEE
SUPEORGANISM

APIARY

Adapting a standardized system to an extremely complex and still unknown species.

Mechanisms governing insects’ ability to suffer are still not deeply understood.

Little knowledge of the ways in which insects communicate their suffering

"Strong interconnection with the environment."

High resilience

Difference from the species the ClassyFarm welfare assessment checklist applies to

The welfare assessment protocol: Criticities
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• Animal welfare can be assessed through an integrated approach

• A

• Applying welfare assessment to honeybees has always been (and still is) 
challenging

• Improve honeybee welfare and biosecurity is crucial to preserve this species 
and the environment they live in 

What we learned…
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